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The Khuzistan dialect of Early Judaeo-
Persian and modern dialects of the region 
Some of the texts of Early Judaeo-Persian (EJP), i.e. Early New Persian in Hebrew script, are 
attributed to Khuzistan (cf. LAZARD 1968, SHAKED 2009). They show several features less found 
in other EJP dialects. As far as verbal forms are concerned, these features include a synthetic 
passive (e.g. kwʾnyhd “[it] was called”, cf. SALEMANN 1900: 272), and a particular periphrastic 
perfect tense form, which is not attested in Middle Persian or other varieties of Persian (cf. 
PAUL 2008 for a discussion of this and its role in the transition of past tense forms from 
Middle Persian to New Persian). 

It seems to consist of the past stem, i.e. the earlier past participle, with past endings and 
third person singular forms of the verb “to be”, e.g. rʾcy bwdwm hyst and sʾltʾn kyrdwm bwd 
(„I have been content“, present perfect, and „I had asked you“, past perfect, cf. PAUL 2013: 
132 and 134). However, less frequently a form with the younger past participle in -a is 
likewise to be found, e.g. in the Ahwaz Law Report: ʾystʾdʾ hyst (PAUL 2013: 132). This state is 
in contrast with the predominant or exclusive use of this latter pattern in other New Persian 
varieties (cf. Modern New Persian gofte-am etc.), but it appears in several Southwest and 
Northwest Iranian varieties. 

Perhaps not too surprisingly, modern dialects of Khuzistan and adjacent regions, especially 
the Luri dialects and Dezfuli-Shushtari, show most similarities with this variety of EJP: a suffix 
related to the synthetic passive mentioned above (MACKINNON 2015: “Dezfūlī ȫ rēzehes zemì 
‘water spilled on the ground.’”), and similar present and past perfect formations (goft-om a 
(Dezfuli), ašnīd-om bī (Bakhtiari), cf. MACKINNON 2011). 

Focusing on the verbal system, this paper will examine the relationship of the EJP of 
Khuzistan and modern Southwest Iranian varieties of this region in comparison to data from 
other EJP dialects. 

Bibliography 
LAZARD, Gilbert 1968: “La Dialectologie du Judéo-Persan”, in: Studies in Bibliography and 
Booklore, vol. VIII, 2-4, pp. 77-98. 

MACKINNON, Colin 2011: “LORI LANGUAGE i. LORI DIALECTS”, in: Encyclopædia Iranica, online 
edition, http://www.iranicaonline.org/articles/lori-dialects (accessed on 01.02.2017). 

― 2015: “DEZFŪLĪ AND ŠŪŠTARĪ DIALECTS”, in: Encyclopædia Iranica, online edition, 
http://www.iranicaonline.org/articles/dezful-03-dialect (accessed on 01.02.2017). 

PAUL, Ludwig 2008: “Remarks on the Evolution of the New Persian System of Past Tenses”, 
in: Irano-Judaica : studies relating to Jewish contacts with Persian culture throughout the 
ages, vol. 6, ed. by Shaul Shaked and Amnon Netzer, Jerusalem: Ben-Zvi-Institute, pp. 185-
195. 

http://www.iranicaonline.org/articles/dezful-03-dialect
http://www.iranicaonline.org/articles/dezful-03-dialect


― 2013: A Grammar of Early Judaeo-Persian, Wiesbaden: Reichert. 

SALEMANN, Carl 1900: “Zum mittelpersischen Passiv”, in: Izvěstija imperatorskoj akademii 
nauk″, t. XIII, № 3, pp. 269–276. 

SHAKED, Shaul 2009: “Classification of Linguistic Features in Early Judeo-Persian Texts”, in: 
Exegisti monumenta : Festschrift in Honour of Nicholas Sims-Williams, ed. by Werner 
Sundermann, Almut Hintze and François de Blois, Wiesbaden: Harrassowitz, (Iranica, hrsg. 
von Maria Macuch, Band 17), pp. 449-461. 


	Bibliography

