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ABSRACT  

FAS is a rare speech disorder caused by the damage sustained to left hemisphere of the brain, in 

which a combination of segmental and suprasegmental deviations in speech production creates 

foreign accent. Despite segmental pronunciation problems, prosodic errors are mainly considered 

as the main characteristics of FAS. The present paper offers a report on a 53-year Persian-

speaking woman who is pronouncing the words and sentences with foreign accent after a stroke 

and central semiovale focal infarctions of left hemisphere. According to researchers' information 

and follow-up done, this patient is considered as the first case of FAS in Iran. By using Praat 

(version 4.1.9) software, prosodic characteristics of the patient's speech have been compared 

with speech features of ordinary speakers of Persian language. Being in direction of previously 

reported research findings, the obtained results show that there are main deviations in prosodic 

characteristics of the patient's speech which are related to the speech rate, stress, and juncture.  

  

Keywords: Foreign Accent Syndrome, Speech Disorder, Prosodic Deviations, Speaker of 
Persian Language  
  
References: 
 

1- Vahidian-Kamyar T. Næva-ye goftar dær farsi [Melody of speech in Persian]. Mashhad: 
Ferdowsi University Press, 2001; P. 205.  

2- Carbary T.  J, Patterson J.  P, Snyder P.  J.  Foreign accent syndrome following a 
catastrophic second injury: MTI correlates, linguistic and voice pattern analyses.  Brain 
and Cognition 2000; 43: 78–85.  

3- Graff-Radford N.  R, Cooper W.  E, Colsher P.  L.  An unlearned foreign "accent" in a 
patient with aphasia.  Brain and Language 1986; 28: 86-94.  



4- Moen I.  A case of foreign accent syndrome.  Clinical Linguistics and Phonetics 1990; 4: 
295-302. 5- Nielsen J.  M, McKeown M.  Dysprosody.  Report of two cases.  Bulletin of  
The Los Angeles Neuropsychological Societies 1961; 26: 230–241. 

5- Nielsen J.  M, McKeown M.  Dysprosody.  Report of two cases.  Bulletin of  The Los 
Angeles Neuropsychological Societies 1961; 26: 230–241.  

6- Dankovicova J, Gurd J.  M, Marshall J.  C, MacMahon M.  K.  C, Stuart-Smith J, 
Coleman J.  S, et al.  Aspects of non-native pronunciation in a case of altered accent 
following stroke (foreign accent syndrome).  Clinical Linguistics and Phonetics 2001; 15: 
195-218.  

7- Reeves R.  R, Norton J.  W.  Foreign accent-like syndrome during psychotic 
exacerbations.  Neuropsychiatry 2001; 14: 135-138.  

8- Ardila A, Rosselli M, Ardila O.  Foreign accent: An aphasic epiphenomenon? 
Aphasiology 


